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London trained bands, to the number of 8000, in Finsbury Fields.
On the 14th the King issued an order requiring the gentry of the county to appear under arms at York on the 2Oth as a guard for his person. He also sent instructions to Skippon, in command of the London trained bands, to come to York, and ordered the Lord Keeper to remove the law courts from Westminster to York. The Parliament promptly voted these orders illegal, and on the 2Oth they declared that the King intended to make war on his Parliament, and begged him to desist from his purpose of raising troops.
The King's guard was becoming formidable. Fie had now a regiment of trained bands, and about two hundred gentlemen of Yorkshire well mounted. He had summoned such of the Lords and Commons as were willing to support him to come to him, and many of them accepted his invitation. Indeed, a stream of persons of the better conditions began to set in towards York.
On June 2cl a further step was made in the " Paper War" by the Parliament sending their Nineteen Propositions off to the King. In these propositions the Parliament .sought to establish their own complete sovereignty. They were to select the King's Council, his officials, the judges of the land. They were to control the Army and the Navy. The King's guard was to be dismissed. The laws against Catholics were to be executed, and the children of Catholics educated as Protestants. The Episcopal Church was to be reformed according to the desires of Parliament. The boldness of these propositions was startling even to Charles, who would not expect to be startled by any demand they might make. Their adoption would completely abrogate the ancient constitution, and yet, except for the provisions against the Catholics and the references to merely temporary affairs, they were no more than a recital of those principles of popular government which prevail in England to-day.
Four clays later they went still further in their claim of a right to administer all the functions of Government, and that,